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Indian Polity Notes Part 15 in English

15. The Scheduled and the tribal Areas

Article 244 in Part X of the Constitution envisages a special system of administration for
certain areas designated as ‘scheduled areas’ and ‘tribal areas’.

The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals with the administration and control of
scheduled areas and scheduled tribes in any state except the four states of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, on the other hand, deals with the administration of
the tribal areas in the four northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

Scheduled Areas

‘The scheduled areas are treated differently from the other areas in the country because they
are inhabited by ‘aboriginals’ who are socially and economically rather backward, and
special efforts need to be made to improve their condition.

Therefore, the whole of the normal administrative machinery operating in a state is not
extended to the scheduled areas and the Central government has somewhat greater
responsibility for these areas’

The Constitution requires the president to appoint a commission to report on the
administration of the scheduled areas and the welfare of the scheduled tribes in the states.
He can appoint such a commission at any time but compulsorily after ten years of the
commencement of the Constitution.

Hence, a commission was appointed in 1960. It was headed by U N Dhebar and submitted its
report in 1961.

After four decades, the second commission was appointed in 2002 under the chairmanship
of Dilip Singh Bhuria. It submitted its report in 2004.

Tribal Areas

The Constitution, under Sixth Schedule, contains special provisions for the administration
of tribal areas in the four north-eastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
“The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram have not assimilated much the life
and ways of the other people in these states.

These areas have hitherto been anthropological specimens. The tribal people in other parts
of India have more or less adopted the culture of the majority of the people in whose midst
they live.

The tribes in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, on the other hand, still have their
roots in their own culture, customs and civilization.

These areas are, therefore, treated differently by the Constitution and sizeable amount of
autonomy has been given to these people for self-government.
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Articles:
Article 244 - Administration of Scheduled Areas and Tribal Areas

Article 244A - Formation of an autonomous state comprising certain tribal areas in Assam and
creation of local legislature or Council of Ministers or both therefore

Article 339 - Control of the Union over the administration of Scheduled Areas and the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes
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